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Law enforcement grapples with U.S. Capitol security after plot 


By LOLITA BALDOR, ASHRAF 
KHALIL, and NOMAAN MER- 
CHANT 

Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
Pentagon Is reviewing a po- 
lice request to keep Nation- 
al Guard troops patrolling 
the U.S. Capitol for another 
60 days following evidence 
of a "possible plot" by a mili- 
tia group to storm the build- 
INg again, two months after 
Trump supporters smashed 
through windows and doors 
In an insurrection meant to 
halt the certification of Joe 
Biden's presidential victory. 
There were no signs of dis- 
turbance Thursday at the 
heavily secured building, 
with Capitol Police and 
Guardsmen on duty and 
the streets and grounds 
around the building closed 
off with an imposing razor- 
wire-tooped fence erected 





after the Jan. 6 riot. There 
was also no evidence of 
a large group heading to 


Washington despite the 
warning. 
Still, the threat distressed 


law enforcement — offi- 
cials, who are grappling 
with how best to secure 
the Capitol after a dismal 
showing in January, when 
rioters sent lawmakers flee- 
ing the iconic building in a 
stunning siege broadcast 
around the world. Five 
people died in the riot, in- 
cluding a U.S. Capitol Po- 
lice officer and a woman 
shot by police. 

Several investigations are 
Underway into security and 
intelligence failures, and 
lawmakers have asked for 
a long-term plan for when 
the Guard eventually with- 


draws. 
Continued on next page 
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National Guard stand guard at the Capitol in Washington, Thursday, March 4, 2021. 
Associated Press 
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National Guard keep watch on 


Continued from Front 

Right now, there are about 
5,200 remaining in D.C., the 
last of the roughly 26,000 
who were brought in for 
President Biden's inaugura- 
tion, which went off with no 
oroblems. 

Members of both parties 
have complained that the 
fence encircling the Capi- 
tol seals off access to con- 
stituents and the general 
public, projecting an im- 
age at odds with the seat 
of American democracy. 
The most recent threat ap- 
peared to be connected 
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to a_ far-right conspiracy 
theory, mainly promoted 
by supporters of QAnon, 
that former President Don- 
ald Trump would rise again 
To power on March 4 and 
that thousands would 
come to Washington to 
try to remove Democrats 
from office. March 4 was 
the original presidential in- 
qguguration day until 1933, 
when if was moved fo Jan. 
20. 

But Trump was miles away 
in Florida. In Washington, 
on one of the warmest 
days in weeks, the National 
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the Capitol, Thursday, March 4, 2021, on Capitol Hill in Washington. 
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Mall was almost deserted, 
save for joggers, journalists, 
and a handful of tourists 
trying to take photos of the 
Capitol dome through the 
fencing. 

The House had been ex- 
pected to have aq _ light 
schedule but called off 
its session, staying in late 
Wednesday to wrap up its 
work in part because of 
the threat. The Senate re- 
mained in session Thursday 
on Biden's big COVID-19 re- 
lief bill. 

House Speaker Nancy Pe- 
losi, D-Calif., dismissed the 
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"silliness of the alleged plot 
to restore Trump. 

Still, she said with "the threat 
of all the president's men 
out there, we have to en- 
sure, with our security, that 
we are safe enough to do 
our job, but not impeding" 
Conoaress. 

Online chatter identified 
by authorities included dis- 
cussions among members 
of the Three Percenters, 
an anti-government militia 
group, concerning possible 
plots against the Capitol on 
Thursday, according to two 
law enforcement officials 
who were not authorized to 
soeak publicly and spoke 
on condition of anonymity. 
Members of the Three Per- 
centers were among the 
extremists who stormed the 
Capitol on Jan. 6. 

But federal agents found 
no significant increases in 
the number of hotel rooms 
being rented in Washing- 
ton, or in flights to the area, 
car rental reservations or 
buses being chartered. On- 
line chatter about the day 
on extremist sites was de- 
clining. 

U.S. Rep. Michael McCaul, 
R-Texas, was briefed by law 
enforcement about the 
possible threat and _ said 
lawmakers were braced for 
whatever might come. 
"We have the razor wire, we 
have the National Guard. 
We didn't have that Janu- 
ary 6. So | feel very con- 
fident in the security,” he 
said. 

But those measures aren't 
permanent. The Penta- 
gon was reviewing a re- 
quest by Capitol Police 
to extend the National 
Guard deployment for 60 
days. About 5,200 National 
Guard members remain in 
D.C., the remainder of the 
roughly 26,000 who were 
brought in for President 
Biden's inauguration in Jan- 
vary, which went off with 
no problems. 

some states have threat- 
ened to pull their Guards- 
men amid reports that 
some troops had been 
made to take rest breaks 
in parking garages or 
served spoiled food. Other 
Guardsmen have said they 
have been given good 
meals with accommoda- 
tions for those on vegan or 
halal diets. 

In Michigan, which = sent 
1,000 troops, Democratic 
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Gov. Gretchen Whitmer 
said she did "not have any 
intention of agreeing to an 
extension of this deploy- 
ment." 
Capitol police and other 
federal law enforcement 
agencies took heavy criti- 
cism from Congress in con- 
tentious hearings this week 
on their handling of the 
Jan. 6 riot. Police were ill- 
orepared for the mass of 
Trump supporters, some in 
tactical gear and armed, 
and it took hours for Nation- 
al Guard reinforcements to 
come. Maj. Gen. William 
Walker, the commanding 
general of the District of 
Columbia National Guard, 
said more than three hours 
passed during the after- 
noon of the riot before he 
received word just after 5 
o.m. that his troops could 
deploy. 
Meanwhile, Trump contin- 
ues to promote lies that the 
election was stolen from 
him through mass voter 
fraud, even though such 
claims have been rejected 
by judges and Trump's for- 
mer attorney general. He 
repeatedly told those lies 
on social media and in a 
charged speech on Jan. 6 
in which he implored thou- 
sands of supporters to "fight 
like hell." Many of those sup- 
porters eventually walked 
to the Capitol grounds and 
overran officers to breach 
the building. 
Trump was impeached by 
the House on a c harge 
of incitement of insurrec- 
tion but was acquitted by 
the Senate. So far, about 
300 people have been 
charged with _ federal 
crimes for their roles in the 
riot. Trump's election rheto- 
ric continues to be echoed 
by many national and lo- 
cal Republicans posting 
online messages about vot- 
er fraud and questioning 
the legitimacy of Biden's 
victory. White House Press 
Secretary Jen Psaki cited 
"a years-long trend of false 
narratives fueling violence." 
"On the specifics of to- 
day's threats, the FBI and 
DHS have warned that the 
threat of domestic violent 
extremism, particularly ra- 
cially motivated and anti- 
government extremists, did 
not begin or end on Janu- 
ary 6 and we have been 
vigilant day in and day 
out," she said Thursday.L] 
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GOP state lawmakers seek fo nullify federal gun limits 


By LINDSAY WHITEHURST 
Associated Press 

SALT LAKE CITY (AP) — With 
Democrats controlling the 
presidency and Congress, 
Republican state lawmak- 
ers Concerned about the 
possibility of new federal 
gun control laws arent 
waiting to react. 
Legislation in at least a doz- 
en states seeks to nullify any 
new restrictions, such as 
ammunition limits or a ban 
on certain types of weap- 
ons. Some bills would make 
it a crime for local police 
officers to enforce federal 
gun laws. 

That can create confusion 
for officers who often work 
with federal law enforce- 
ment, said Daniel Isom, a 
former chief of the St. Louis 
Police Department who 
is now a senior advisor for 
Everytown for Gun Safety. 
Federal law plays a big 
role in some areas, such as 
keeping guns away from 
domestic violence offend- 
ers. 

Putting local officers in a 
position to decide which 
laws to enforce is the last 
thing police need at a time 
when cities such as St. Louis 
are experiencing a rise in 
violent crime, Isom said. 
"This has been an extremely 
challenging year for both 
communities and law en- 
forcement, and to. ask 
any more mental strain 
on officers at this point in 





In this Oct. 2, 2018, file photo, semi-automatic rifles fill a wall at a gun shop in Lynnwood, Wash. 


time seems to be quite 
displaced," he said. Gun 
sales also have set monthly 
records nationwide since 
the coronavirus pandemic 
took hold. 

Isom is concerned about a 
Missouri measure passed by 
the state House that would 
allow police departments 
with officers who enforce 
federal gun laws to be sued 
and face a $50,000 fine. It's 
not the first time Missouri 
has considered such a bill, 
but supporters pointed to 
President Joe Biden taking 
office as a reason fo pass it 
now. 

In Utah, Republican Rep. 
Cory Maloy also refer- 
enced the incoming ad- 


ministration after the state 
House passed his bill with 
a similar provision forbid- 
ding the enforcement of 
federal gun laws. Many 
Republican state lawmak- 
ers see attempts fo pass 
federal firearms restrictions 
as a threat to the Second 
Amendment. 

"We really feel the need 
to protect those rights," he 
said. Several states passed 
similar laws under then- 
oresident Barack Obama, 
although judges have ruled 
against them in court. Most 
of the latest crop of federal 
nullification proposals fo- 
Cus on police officers inside 
their states who primarily 
enforce state rather than 
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federal laws. 

While Biden has called for 
a ban on assault weapons, 
any new gun legislation will 
likely face an uphill climb 
given the political polariza- 
tion that has tripped up 
past administrations. Dem- 
ocratic lawmakers from 
conservative-leaning states 
also could join Republi- 
cans In opposing new gun 
restrictions. Any measures 
likely to pass would have 
broad support, like back- 
ground checks on all gun 
sales, said Everytown Presi- 
dent John Feinblatt. 

Those dynamics haven't 
stopped state lawmak- 
ers who want to make the 
first move to protect gun 


rights in their states. Fed- 
eral nullification bills have 
been introduced in more 
than a dozen other states, 
including Alabama, Arkan- 
sas, Nebraska, Oklahoma, 
South Carolina, Tennessee, 
Wyoming, New Hampshire, 
North Dakota, South Dako- 
ta, West Virginia and lowa. 
In Texas, the governor has 
called for the state to be- 
come a Second Amena- 
ment sanctuary. 

In Arizona, a Senate pro- 
posal that passed the 
chamber on Wednesday 
would allow officers to be 
sued for enforcing federal 
gun restrictions that the 
state considers violations of 
the Second Amendment. 
They potentially could face 
criminal charges. A Dill in 
the House doesn't include 
those punishments, but its 
sponsor, Republican Rep. 
Leo Biasiucci, said it would 
be a clear rejection of fed- 
eral restrictions on assault- 
style weapons, high-ca- 
pacity magazines or other 
firearms. 

“They can do that at a fed- 
eral level, but in Arizona it's 
not going to fly," he said. 
His proposal passed the 
state House last week over 
the objections of Demo- 
crats such as Rep. Daniel 
Hernandez of Tucson, who 
was present at the 2011 
shooting that severely in- 
jured former U.S. Rep. Gab- 
by Giffords. LJ 


Court raises bar for some immigrants to avoid deportation 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
Supreme Court on Thurs- 
day made it harder for 
longtime immigrants who 
have been convicted of 
a crime to avoid deporta- 
tion. 

Justice Neil Gorsuch wrote 
the opinion for a 5-3 con- 
servative majority that 
ruled against a Mexican 
citizen who entered the 
U.S. illegally and has lived 
in the country for 25 years. 
The man, Clemente Aveli- 
no Pereida, had been 
charged in Nebraska with 
using a fraudulent Social 
Security card to get a job 
and convicted under a 
state law against criminal 
impersonation. 


Not all criminal convictions 
inevitability lead to depor- 
tation, but Gorsuch wrote 
for the court that Pereida 
failed to prove he was 
not convicted of a serious 


crime. 
Under immigration law, 
"certain nonpermanent 


aliens seeking to cancel a 
lawful removal order must 
prove that they have not 
been convicted of a dis- 
qualifying crime," Gorsuch 
wrote. 

In a dissent for the three 
liberal justices, Justice Ste- 
ohen Breyer wrote that the 
court instead should have 
ruled for Pereida because 
he was convicted under 
a law that includes seri- 


ous offenses, falling into 
the category of crimes of 
moral turpitude, and less 
serious ones. 

"The relevant documents in 
this case do not show that 
the previous conviction at 
issue necessarily was for a 
crime involving moral turpi- 
tude,’ Breyer wrote. 
Immigrants with criminal 
convictions who are fac- 
Ing deportation can ask 
the attorney general to al- 
low them to remain in the 
country, if the conviction 
wasn't for a serious crime 
and they have lived here 
at least 10 years, among 
other criteria. 

Based on Thursday's ruling, 
Pereida can't seek that 








In this Nov. 5, 2020 file photo, the Supreme Court is seen in 


Washington. 


relief. Justice Amy Coney 
Barrett did not take part in 
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not yet joined the court 
when the case was ar- 


the case because she had gued in October.) 


FRIDAY 5 MARCH 2021 U.S. NEWS 


i BYANA 





17% of food production globally wasted, U. N. report estimates 


By CANDICE CHOI 
Associated Press 

NEW YORK (AP) — Instead 
of finishing your leftovers, 
you let them go bad and 
buy takeout. 

It's a familiar routine for 
many — and indicative of 
habits that contribute to a 
global food waste problem 
that a new United Nations 
report says needs to be 
better measured so that 
it can be effectively ad- 
dressed. 

The U.N. report estimates 
17% of the food produced 
globally each year is wast- 
ed. That amounts to 931 
million metric tons (1.03 bil- 
lion tons) of food. 

The waste is far more than 
previous reports had _in- 
dicated, though direct 
comparisons are difficult 
because of differing meth- 
odologies and the lack 
of strong data from many 
countries. 

‘Improved measurement 
can lead to improved man- 
agement," said Brian Roe, 
a food waste researcher at 
Ohio State University who 
was not involved in the re- 
port. 

Most of the waste — or 
61% — happens in house- 


— 





In this Wednesday, Jan. 15, 2020 file photo, students discard food at the end of their lunch period 
as part of a lunch waste composting program at an elementary school in Connecticut. 


holds, while food service 
accounts for 26% and re- 
tailers account for 13%, the 
U.N. found. The U.N. is push- 
ing to reduce food waste 
globally, and researchers 
are also working on an as- 
sessment of waste that in- 
cludes the food lost before 
reaching consumers. 

The authors note the re- 
port seeks to offer a clearer 
snapshot of the scale of a 


oroblem that has been dif- 
ficult to assess, in hopes of 
sourring governments to in- 
vest in better tracking. 
"Many countries haven't 
yet quantified their food 
waste, so they dont un- 
derstand the scale of the 
problem,” said Clementine 
O'Connor, of the U.N. Envi- 
ronment Program and co- 
author of the report. 

Food waste has become a 


Associated Press 


growing concern because 
of the environmental toll 
of production, including 
the land required to raise 
crops and animals and the 
greenhouse gas emissions 
oroduced along the way. 
Experts say improved waste 
tracking is key to finding 
ways to ease the problem, 
such as programs to divert 
inedible scraps to use as 
animal feed or fertilizer. 


The report found food 
waste in homes isn't limited 
to higher income countries 
such as the United States 
and the United Kingdom. 
Roe of Ohio State noted 
that food sometimes _ is 
wasted in poor countries 
without reliable home re- 
frigeration. In richer coun- 
tries, Deople might eat out 
more, meaning food waste 
is simply shifted from the 
home to restaurants. 

Roe said cultural norms and 
policies also could contrib- 
ute to waste at home — 
such as massive packag- 
ing, ‘buy one, get one free" 
deals, or lack of compost- 
iINg programs. 

Thats why broader system 
changes are key to help- 
ing reduce waste in house- 
holds, said Chris Barrett, an 
agricultural economist at 
Cornell University. 

For example, Barrett said, 
people might throw away 
food because of a date 
on the product — even 
though such dates don't al- 
ways say when a food Is un- 
safe to eat. "Food waste is 
a consequence of sensible 
decisions by people act- 
ing on the best information 
available," he said.) 





U.S. traffic deaths spike even as pandemic cuts miles traveled 
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In this Nov. 17, 2020, file photo provided by the Corvallis Police 
Department is the scene where an Oregon man crashed a Tesla 
while going about 100 mph, destroying the vehicle, a power 
pole and starting a fire when some of the hundreds of batteries 
from the vehicle broke windows and landed in residences in 
Corvallis, Ore. Dylan Milota, who survived the crash, was driving 
the 2019 Tesla S when he lost control. 


By TOM KRISHER 

AP Auto Writer 

DETROIT (AP) — Pandemic 
lockdowns and © stay-at- 
home orders kept many 
drivers off U.S. roads and 


Associated Press 


highways last year. But 
those who did venture out 
found open lanes that only 
invited reckless driving, 
leading to a sharp increase 
in traffic-crash deaths 


across the country. 

The nonprofit National 
Safety Council estimates 
in a report issued Thursday 
that 42,060 people died in 
vehicle crashes in 2020, an 
8% increase over 2019 and 
the first jump in four years. 
Plus, the fatality rate per 
100 million miles driven 
spiked 24%, the largest an- 
nual percentage increase 
since the council began 
collecting data in 1923. 
And even though traffic is 
now getting close fo pre- 
coronavirus levels, the bad 
behavior on the roads is 
continuing, authorities say. 
"It's kind of terrifying what 
were seeing on our roads," 
said Michael Hanson, direc- 
tor of the Minnesota Public 
Safety Department's Office 
of Traffic Safety. "We're see- 
ing a huge increase in the 
amount of risk-taking be- 
havior." 

Last years deaths were 
the most since 2007 when 


43,945 people were killed 
in vehicle crashes. In addi- 
tion, the safety council es- 
timates that 4.8 million peo- 
pole were injured in crashes 
last year. 

Federal data shows that 
Americans drove 13% few- 
er miles last year, or roughly 
2.8 trillion miles, said Ken 
Kolosh, the safety council's 
manager of statistics. Yet 
the number of deaths rose 
at an alarming rate, he 
said. 

‘The pandemic appears to 
be taking our eyes off the 
ball when it comes to traffic 
safety," Kolosh said. 

Of the reckless behaviors, 
early data from the Nation- 
al Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration show speed 
to be the top factor, Kolosh 
said. Also, tests of trauma 
center patients involved 
in traffic crashes show in- 
creased use of alcohol, 
marijuana and opiods, he 
said. 


In Minnesota, traffic vol- 
umes fell 60% when stay- 
home orders were issued 
early in the pandemic last 
spring. Hanson said state 
officials expected a cor- 
responding drop in crash- 
es and deaths, but while 
crashes declined, deaths 
increased. 

“Almost immediately the fa- 
tality rate started to go up, 
and go up significantly," 
Hanson said, adding that 
his counterparts in other 
states saw similar increases. 
It created less congestion 
and a lot more lane space 
for divers to use, and quite 
honestly, to abuse out 
there." 

In late March and early 
April, the number of soeed- 
related fatalities more than 
doubled over the same 
period in 2019 in the state, 
Hanson said. Last year, Min- 
nesota recorded 395 traffic 
deaths, up nearly 9% from 
364 in 2019.) 
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YANGON, Myanmar (AP) — 
Footage of a brutal crack- 
down on protests against 
Qa coup in Myanmar un- 
leashed outrage and calls 
for a stronger international 
resoonse Thursday, a day 
after 38 people were killed. 
Videos showed — security 
forces shooting a person 
at point-blank range and 
chasing down and savage- 
ly beating demonstrators. 
Despite the shocking vio- 
lence the day _ before, 
protesters returned to the 
streets Thursday fo de- 
nounce the military’s Feb. 
1 takeover and were met 
again with tear gas. 

The international resoonse 
to the coup has so far been 
fitful, but a flood of videos 
shared online showing se- 
curity forces brutally target- 
ing protesters and other ci- 
vilians led to calls for more 
action. The United States 
called the images appall- 
ing, the U.N. human rights 
chief said if was time to 
“end the military’s strangle- 
hold over democracy in 
Myanmar,” and the world 
body's independent ex- 
pert on human rights in the 
country urged the Security 
Council to watch the vid- 
eos before meeting Friday 
to discuss the crisis. 

The coup reversed years 
of slow progress toward 
democracy in Myanmar, 
Which for five decades 
had languished under strict 
military rule that led to in- 
ternational isolation and 
sanctions. As the generals 
loosened their grip in re- 
cent years, the internation- 
al community lifted most 
sanctions and poured in 
investment. 


U.N. special envoy for 
Myanmar, Christine Schra- 
ner Burgener, described 


Wednesday as “the bloodi- 
est day” since the take- 
over, when the military 
ousted the elected gov- 
ernment of leader Aung 
San Suu Kyi. More than 50 
civillans, mostly peaceful 
orotesters, are confirmed 
to have been killed by po- 
lice and soldiers since then, 
including the 38 she said 
died Wednesday. 

“| saw today very disturbing 
video clips,” said Schraner 
Burgener, speaking to re- 
porters at the U.N. in New 
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Myanmar crackdown on protests, widely filmed, sparks outrage 





Anti-coup protesters discharge fire extinguishers to counter the impact of the tear gas fired by 
police during a demonstration in Yangon, Myanmar Thursday, March 4, 2021. 


York via video link from 
Switzerland. “One was po- 
lice beating a volunteer 
medical crew. They were 
not armed. Another video 
clio showed a_ protester 
was taken away by police 
and they shot him from very 
near, maybe only one me- 
ter. He didn’t resist to his ar- 
rest, and it seems that he 
died on the street.” 

She appeared to be refer- 
ring to a video shared on 
social media that begins 
with a group of security 
forces following a civilian, 
who they seem to have just 
pulled out of a building. A 
shot rings out, and the per- 
son falls. After the person 
briefly raises their head, two 
of the troops drag the per- 
son down the street by the 
arms. 

In other footage, about 
two dozen security forces, 
some with their firearms 
drawn, chase two people 
wearing the construction 
helmets donned by many 
orotesters down a street. 
When they catch up to the 
people, they repeatedly 
beat them with rods and 
kick them. One of the offi- 
cers Is filming the scene on 
his cell phone. 

In yet another video, sev- 
eral police officers repeat- 
edly kick and hit a person 
with rods, while the person 
cowers on the = ground, 


hands over their head. Offi- 
cers move in and out of the 
frame, getting a few kicks 
in and then casually walk- 
ing away. 

While some countries have 
imposed or threatened to 
impose sanctions following 
the coup, others, including 
those neighboring Myan- 
mar, have been more hesi- 
tant in their resoonse. The 
sheer volume of violent im- 
ages shared Wednesday, 
along with the high death 
toll, raised hopes that the 
dynamic could change. 
U.N. High Commissioner 
for Human Rights Michelle 
Bachelet on Thursday 
urged all of those with “in- 
formation and _ influence” 
to hold military leaders to 
account. 

“This is the moment to turn 
the tables towards justice 
and end the military’s stran- 
glehold over democracy in 
Myanmar,” she said. 

State Department spokes- 
man Ned Price said the 
U.S. was “appalled” at the 
“horrific violence,” and the 
U.N.’s independent expert 
on human rights in Myan- 
mar, Tom Andrews, said the 
“systematic brutality of the 
military junta is once again 
on horrific display.” 

“| urge members of the UN 
Security Council to view 
the photos/videos of the 
shocking violence being 
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Unleashed on peaceful 
protesters before meeting,” 
he said on Twitter. 

The Security Council has 
scheduled closed-door 
consultations for Friday on 
calls to reverse the Coup 
including from U.N. Sec- 
retary-General Antonio 
Guterres and stop the es- 
calating crackdown. 

But Justine Chambers, the 
associate director of the 
Myanmar Research Center 
at the Australian National 
University, said that while 
the graphic images would 
no doubt lead to strong 
condemnations action on 
Myanmar would be harder. 
“Unfortunately | don’t think 
the brutality caught on 
camera is going to change 
much,” she said. “I think do- 
mestic audiences around 
the world don’t have much 
of an appetite for stronger 
action, Le. intervention, 
given the current state of 
the pandemic and associ- 
ated economic issues.” 
Any kind of coordinated 
action at the U.N. will be 
difficult since two perma- 
nent members of the Secu- 
rity Council, China and Rus- 
sia, WOUId almost certainly 
veto If. 

Even if the council did take 
action, U.N. envoy Schra- 
ner Burgener cautioned it 
might not make much of 
a difference. She said she 


warned Myanmar’s army 
that the world’s nations 
and the Security Council 
“might take huge strong 
measures.” 

“And the answer was, ‘We 
are used to sanctions and 
we survived those sanc- 
tions in the past,’” she said. 
When she also warned that 
Myanmar would become 
isolated, Schraner Burgener 
said, “the answer was, ‘We 
have to learn to walk with 
only a few friends.’” 
Wednesday's highest 
death toll was in Yangon, 
the country’s biggest city, 
where an estimated 18 
people died. Video at a 
hospital in the city showed 
grieving relatives collecting 
the blood-soaked bodies 
of family members. Some 
relatives sobbed unconitrol- 
lably, while others looked in 
shock at the scene around 
them. 

Protesters gathered again 
Thursday in Yangon. Po- 
lice again used tear gas to 
try to disperse the crowds, 
while demonstrators again 
set up barriers across major 
roads. 

Protests also continued in 
Mandalay, where three 
people were reported killed 
Wednesday. A formation of 
five fighter planes flew over 
the city on Thursday morn- 
ing in what appeared to be 
a show of force. 

Protesters in the city flashed 
the three-fingered salute 
that is a symbol of defi- 
ance as they rode their 
motorbikes to follow a fu- 
neral procession for Kyal 
Sin, also known by her Chi- 
nese name Deng Jia Xi, a 
University student who was 
shot dead as she attended 
a demonstration the day 
before. 

As part of the crackdown, 
security forces have also 
arrested well over a thou- 
sand people, including 
journalists, according to the 
independent _ Assistance 
Association for Political Pris- 
oners. On Saturday, at least 
eight journalists, including 
Thein Zaw of The Associ- 
ated Press, were detained. 
He and several other mem- 
bers of the media have 
been charged with violat- 
ing a public safety law that 
could see them imprisoned 
for up to three years.) 
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lran to meet with U.N. technical experts over uranium find 


By DAVID RISING 
Associated Press 

BERLIN (AP) — Iran has 
agreed to sift down with 
international technical ex- 
perts investigating the dis- 
covery of uranium particles 
at three former undeclared 
sites in the country, the 
head of the U.N. atomic 
watchdog said Thursday, 
after months of frustration 
at Tehran's lack of a cred- 
ible explanation. 

The agreement came as 
three of the remaining sig- 
natories to the 2015 nucle- 
ar deal with Iran — France, 
Germany and _ Britain 
backed off the idea of a 
resolution criticizing Iran 
for its decision to start limit- 
ing access by International 
Atomic Energy Agency 
insoectors to current facili- 
ties. IAEA Director General 
Rafael Grossi told reporters 
in Vienna it was not up to 
him to say whether lran’s 
move to hold talks with 
his technical experts was 
linked to the decision of 
the so-called E3 group, but 
suggested it was difficult to 
separate the political side 
of Iran’s nuclear program 
from the technical side. 

“It is obvious for everybody 
that all these matters need 









Director General of International Atomic Energy Agency, IAEA, Rafael Mariano Grossi from 
Argentina, addresses the media during a news conference behind plexiglass shields after a 
meeting of the IAEA board of governors at the International Center in Vienna, Austria, Monday, 


March 1, 2021. 


to have some resolution, 
and when it comes to Iran 
and I’m not saying any- 
thing that Iran itself hasn't 
said everything is intercon- 
nected, of course,” he said. 
“These are different parts of 
a single whole.” 

The E38 had floated the 
idea of the resolution after 
lran began restricting in- 


ternational inspections last 
week. After a last-minute 
trio to Tehran by Grossi, 
however, some access was 
oreserved. 

Russia and China the other 
members of the nuclear 
deal known as the Joint 
Comprehensive Plan of 
Action were reportedly 
against the resolution, say- 


Chaos as freed Nigerian schoolgirls 


By LEKAN OYEKANMI 
Associated Press 
JANGEBE, Nigeria (AP) — 
Hundreds of Nigerian girls 
abducted last week from 
a boarding school in the 
country’s northwest have 
been returned to their 
families amid chaos as se- 
curity forces opened fire 


on a gathering outside the 
school where the reunions 
were held Wednesday. 

One person died and two 
were injured in the may- 
hem, according to local 
media reports. The forces 
opened fire after stones 
were thrown at govern- 
ment officials, aoparently 
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Parents are reunited with their daughters in Jangabe, Nigeria, 
Wednesday, March 3, 2021. 
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in frustration at the drawn- 
out procedure, said the 
reports. 

Anxious and angry par- 
ents who were reunited 
with the girls after six days 
of waiting grabbed their 
daughters and left after 
shots rang out. Many were 
worrled about traveling 
on the area's dangerous 
roads at night. 

The girls, aged 10 and up, 
had been abducted from 
the Government Girls Sec- 
ondary School in Jangebe 
in Nigeria’s northwest 
Zamfara state and were 
released Tuesday after ne- 
gotiations. 

Zamfara Gov. Bello Ma- 
tawalle said that 279 girls 
had been freed. 

Upon their release, the girls 
were brought fo the gov- 
ernment’s provincial of- 
fices, Government House, 


Associated Press 


ing If could antagonize Iran 
further. 

Germany's Foreign Ministry 
told The Associated Press it 
was common fo “discuss all 
possible options for action” 
ahead of such meetings, 
and that despite dropping 
the resolution, the E® still 
had concerns about lran’s 
“serious violations” of the 


in Gusau for presentation, 
before being medically 
examined and reunited 
with their families. 
Following the kidnappings, 
the Zamfara state gov- 
ernment announced a 
curfew, which remains in 
force. 

Officials said “bandits” 
were behind the ab- 
duction, referring to the 
groups of armed men who 
operate in Zamfara state 
and kidnap for money or 
to press for the release of 
their members from jail. 

At the time of the attack, 
one resident told The As- 
sociated Press that the 
GuUAMen aise ailaecked a 
nearby military camp and 
checkpoint, preventing 
soldiers from responding 
to the abductions from the 
SEMoOol: 

Nigeria has seen several 
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nuclear deal. 

“Above all, we would like To 
support the Director Gener- 
al of the IAEA in his efforts to 
start talks with lran regard- 
ing the open safeguards is- 
sues,” the ministry said. 
lran's ambassador to the 
IAEA, Kazem Gharibabadi, 
tweeted after the decision 
that “wisdom prevails” and 
that the E3 had prevented 
unnecessary tension. 

lran’s Foreign Ministry ap- 
plauded the move. 
“Today's develooment can 
maintain the path of diplo- 
macy opened by Iran and 
the IAEA, and pave the 
way for full implementation 
of commitments by all par- 
ties to the nuclear deal,” 
sookesman Saeed Khati- 
bzadeh said. The nuclear 
deal promised lran eco- 
nomic incentives in return 
for the curbs on its nuclear 
program. President Donald 
Trump pulled the U.S. out of 
the deal unilaterally in 2018, 
saying it needed to be re- 


negotiated. 
Since then, Iran has slowly 
violated the — restrictions 


to try and pressure the re- 
maining nations to increase 
the incentives to. offset 
new, economy-crippling 
U.S. sanctions. 


reunited with families 


such attacks and kidnap- 
pings in recent years, the 
most notorious in 2014, 
when 276 girls were ab- 
ducted by the jihadist reb- 
els of Boko Haram from 
the secondary school in 
Chibok in Borno - state. 
More than 100 of those 
girls are still missing. 

Last week's atfack came 
less than two weeks af- 
ter gunmen abducted 
dozens of people, includ- 
ing 24 students, from the 
Government Science 
College Kagara in Niger 
State. The students, fteach- 
ers and family members 
kidnapped from Kagara 
were released last week. 
In December, 344 students 
were abducted from the 
Government Science Sec- 
ondary School Kankara in 
Katsina State. They were 
eventually released.) 


TEDAY. 








Close to the hote 


Bul 


a 


Ber earteruy Ease , 
4 Heat gored core z = 0 
i 4 
ear e Ars q 
@:. rere, Ole Ee 
6 
ul an) 
| 
Or. Horace / 
*) Ceduienr Melee at 4 | 
3 eit singe 


ee 





movies dining entertainment play | 





Dr. JEM Arends #8 | +297-523-6841 
www.themoviesaruba.com/gloria-imax | Opening hours 7:30am-11:00pm 
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Probe into EU border agency leaves some questions unanswered 


By LORNE COOK 
Associated Press 

BRUSSELS (AP) — An inquiry 
into claims that the Euro- 
pean Union’s border and 
coast guard agency was 
involved in illegally pushing 
back migrants has found 
no link to Frontex in any of 
the incidents but has been 
Unable to establish what 
happened in five cases, 
according to the official re- 
port into the allegations. 
The report is by a special 
working group set up to 
investigate media allega- 
tions that staff, ships or air- 
craft working with Frontex 
took part in or were near 
more than a dozen push- 
back incidents at the bor- 
der between Greece and 
Turkey last year, mostly in 
the Aegean Sea. The agen- 
cy’'s management board 
will discuss if at an extraor- 
dinary meeting on Friday. 
Frontex, which is responsi- 
ble for patrolling the exter- 
nal borders of the 27-nation 
EU, has rejected the push- 
back allegations and said 
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In this Friday, Feb. 28, 2020 file photo, migrants arrive aboard a dinghy accompanied by a Frontex 
vessel at the village of Skala Sikaminias, on the Greek island of Lesbos, after crossing the Aegean 


sea from Turkey. 


that its own internal inquiry 
could find no evidence to 
substantiate the claims. 
Greece, which is in charge 
of operations involving 
Frontex on its territory, has 
also denied reports of push- 


backs by its border officers. 
Pushbacks are forcibly pre- 
venting people from enter- 
ing a country when they 
might want to apply for asy- 
lum. They are contrary To 
refugee protection agree- 


Associated Press 


ments, which say people 
Shouldn't be returned to 
a country where their life 
and safety might be in 
danger due to their race, 
religion, nationality or po- 
litical views. They also con- 


travene EU law and policy. 
The working group cleared 
Frontex of any wrongdo- 
ing in 8 cases, but said in 
five cases “it has not been 
possible to completely re- 
solve the incidents beyond 
any reasonable doubt,” 
according to part of the 
restricted report, dated 
March 1 and seen by The 
Associated Press. 
Investigators could not de- 
termine whether the peo- 
ple involved in the five in- 
cidents were picked up by 
Turkish authorities or made 
it safely onto Greek soll. 
“There is no indication of 
anybody injured, reported 
missing or having died in 
connection with the re- 
spective incidents,” the re- 
port said. 

Frontex Executive  Direc- 
tor Fabrice Leggeri told EU 
lawmakers Thursday that “| 
don’t see any substantiat- 
ed violation of fundamen- 
tal rights that would be in 
this report.” He didn’t elab- 
orate on what else was in 
the document. 


Mexico fo raise security for candidates ahead of elections 


MEXICO CITY (AP) — Mex- the largest elections in its 
ico will step Up security for history, noting that at least 
candidates heading into 64 murders related to the 
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In this May 13, 2018 file photo, women carry a photo of the late 
Jose Remedios Aguirre, a mayoral candidate who was shot in 
broad daylight two days prior, during his funeral procession in 
Apaseo El Alto, Mexico. 

Associated Press 


political process have al- 
ready occurred since Sep- 
tember, officials said Thurs- 
day. 

Security Secretary Rosa 
Icela Rodriguez said more 
security forces will be sent 
to high-risk areas and secu- 
rity would be provided to 
candidates who receive 
threats to protect them 
from what she called the 
“crime party,” efforts by 
organized crime or white 
collar actors to designate 
or block candidates in 
races around the country. 
The June 6 elections will 
choose a new § lower 
chamber of Mexico’s 
Congress, 30 of the coun- 
try’s 32 state legislatures 
and 15 governors, as well 


as local positions. In total 
more than 21,000 positions 
will be at stake. 

Federal, state and local 
authorities will have to co- 
ordinate on identifying po- 
tential risks, Rodriguez said. 
It won't be easy. 
Organized crime is always 
involved in elections. In 
2018, when President An- 
dres Manuel Lopez Obra- 
dor was elected, 48 peo- 
ple running for office were 
killed. Security consulting 
firm Etellekt tallied 543 
aggressions toward politi- 
Clos inp Tole ele Coraline 
to Rodriguez, there were 
150 murders that year with 
some political connection. 
In December, former Jalis- 
co Gov. Aristoteles Sando- 


val was shot to death in 
Puerto Vallarta. Last week, 
a potential mayoral can- 
didate in the Caribbean 
coast state of Quintana 
Roo was gunned down in 
a cafe. Ignacio Sanchez 
Cordero was the local 
tourism secretary in the 
town of Puerto Morelos. 
But it isn’t just murder. Can- 
didates face kidnappings, 
threats against their fami- 
lies, extortion, the burning 
of their homes or business- 
es. Criminal groups also 
donate money and offer 
their own protection to 
their preferred candidates. 
They do whatever it takes 
to control candidates who 
can help make sure they 
go unpunished.) 
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Covid-19: the status on Aruba 


ORANJESTAD — A year after the Ist case of 
Covid-19 hit the island and was completely 
shut down for 3.5 months, Aruba’s tourism and 
economy is picking up bit by bit. Borders had 
been reopened for US travelers, Europeans, and 
as per December Ist, 2020 we welcomed back 
our visitors of Latin America, South America 
and the rest of the Caribbean with the excep- 
tion of Venezuela. Rules and protocols are be- 
ing reviewed and evaluated on a daily basis 
and adapted as per current situation by a crisis 
team, in order to protect each and every one 
visiting and inhabiting our island. 


To increase safety measures for the health and 
wellbeing of travelers and our locals, beginning 
January 25th, 2021, residents of Brazil are un- 
able to travel to Aruba due to the new variant 
of the COVID-19 now present in Brazil. This does 
not apply to visitors residing outside of Brazil who 
travel on a Brazilian passport. Residents of Brazil 
wishing to travel to Aruba are encouraged to 
check Aruba.com frequently as updates will be 
shared in the near future. 


Covid cases 

There are currently (as per March 2nd, closing 
of this edition) 169 active Covid cases on the 
island. 135 residents and 34 non-residents. There 
are 27 persons hospitalized of which 9 of them 
are in the Intensive care unit. A total of 106.368 
persons have been tested of which 67.697 
were tested at the airport. 69 persons lost the 
battle against Covid-19. Due to the amount of 
increase in cases these last days the Govern- 
ment of Aruba took some additional measure- 
ments in order to stop the spread as quickly as 
possible. 


Measurement by the Government of Aruba 
¢ Curfew is from 12am to 5am. 
¢ Closing time for businesses is 1]om. 


Restaurant rules 

e Max four (4) per table indoor and six (6) ata 
table outdoors. 

e Only 1 musician is allowed to perform on 
stage. 

e No musical events that are intended to at- 
tract customers. 





VID-19 health procedures in Aruba, facilitation 


¢ Background music is allowed. 
e No dancing. 


Boats on sea 
e Maximum 4 persons on boats/yachts. 
e Avoid social events on boats. 


Gathering ban 
The maximum allowed is increased from 2 peo- 
ple to maximum of 4 people in public areas. 


Shopping 
e Only 1 person per family inside stores/super- 
markets. 


e Masks required inside (Remember — Resort 
Elevators & hallways are inside areas). 

e Use masks when 1.5 meter distance is not 
possible. 


Social events 

e Max 10 inside (if distance Is possible) and 25 
outside (if distance Is possible). 

¢ No contact sports. 

e No permits for public events will be granted. 

e Police can stop event if there is disorder. 

e New legal basis for fines is introduced which 
allows police to act more effectively against 
violations. 


Still operative 

e Hotels and lodgings are exempted from the 
closing time, BUT only to serve their regis- 
tered guests between 109m and 6am. 

¢ Casinos are not part of the exemption and 
must close at 11om. 

e Ban on beaches and parking from 7pm to 
sam. 

e Licensed restaurants on the beach can op- 
erate until 1|Oom — customers to be seated 
at tables aft all times, as per rules. 

e Businesses are required to have a compli- 
ance officer. 

e Business owners are asked to take responsi- 
bility for enforcement of rules. 


Advice for travelers 

Prior to travel, visitors should download the Aru- 
ba Department of Public Health’s Aruba Health 
App: A mobile resource for information on CO- 
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of the airport health screening, and faster re- 
sults for Molecular PCR COVID-19 tests taken in 
Aruba. 

Also as of November 1, 2020 a flat premium of 
$30 is applicable for new insurance policies for 
travelers over 14 years old. 


Testing before your return flight 

Effective January 26th, 2021, as announced by 
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC), the U.S. government will require all inter- 
national airline passengers to show proof of a 
negative, PCR or Antigen, Covid-19 test before 
boarding flights to the United States. In addi- 
tion, the results of the test must be from no more 
than 72 hours prior to departure. For the official 
CDC announcement: hittos://www.cdc.gov/ 
media/releases/2021/sO1 12-negative-covid-19- 
air-passengers.html. 


What COVID-19 consumer testing facilities are 

available in Aruba? 

e MedCare Clinic: medcare.aw - (+297) 280- 
0630 - Whatsapp (+297) 562-4440 - info@ 
medcare.aw 

e MedLab: lab.aw - (+297) 586-1600 - Cell/ 
Whatsapp (+297) 597-5544 - info@lab.aw 

e Horacio Oduber Hospital: (US$ 75) https:// 
www.arubahospital.com/ - servicecenter@ 
hoharuba.com - (+297) 597-4522 (Call or 
WhatsApp) 


Get in contact with the test provider to make 
an appointment, get details on the exact test 
performed and their procedures. 


Vaccines for Aruba 

Aruba received a total of 11.700 Pfizer vaccines 
as a courtesy of the Dutch Kingdom. The vac- 
cine plan has an eligibility sequence, starting 
with healthcare workers. Every 3 weeks Aruba 
is scheduled to receive vaccines, and by June 
2021 a total of 85% of the population of Aruba 
must have received the vaccine. Residents must 
register to get vaccinated through the Aruba 
Health App. There are 3 locations assigned for 
vaccinations to the public to take place. These 
are Club Don Bosco in Noord, Santa Theresita 
Center in San Nicolas and Centro Libertador 
Betico Croes in Santa Cruz. Up till today a to- 
tal of 23.501 persons registered for the vaccine 
and a total of 7.857 persons already received 
the Ist dosage of the vaccine. Also, nine ad- 
ditional cool boxes for transportation and stor- 
age of the vaccines have been received and 
will be Used at assigned locations. When vac- 
cinated you still need to adhere to all rules and 
protocols. Wear your facial mask, practice so- 
cial distance, and maintain hygiene. The vac- 
cine is not mandatory buf, taking the vaccine Is 
encouraged by the authorities. 


More information on travel and health require- 
ments can be found on www.aruba.com.) 
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MONDAY MADNESS AND BINGO ARE TEMPORARILY SUSPENDED 








Fae oes L4t #4 | ' ROW wees eth: Deer dm Vie | COVE olemuemuie Did #47 1 529 Conn See a Se eos 
aeons "Open daily 9am to 1pm | J.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 | 583.5000 | casinoalhambra.com — £ 
nh Ee May! Reiponubly., Vili ererw.qnedblaruneen org if pou: one vou know heat a gasubling oroblem 


Local Farmers Market & Ostriches 


MATIVIDIRI — There is an Ostrich Farm in Aruba, did you know? At this 
beautiful place where ostriches are kept and taken care of you can have 
double fun this coming weekend! This Sunday, March 7, the Ostrich Farm 
organizes the monthly local farmers market. 


The farmers market's goal is to promote products and artwork made and 
produced in Aruba. More and more local farmers are actively growing 
vegetables, fruits, farming animals such as chicken and pigs and selling 
them to the public. A great way to buy a souvenir to take home. 


Or products handmade by Aruban artisans that offer jewelry and 
handicrafts. Find home grown vegetables, plants, heros, homemade 
jams, hot sauces, freshly made ginger juices, fresh baked bread, cakes 
and cookies. 

Indulge in the local ambiance at the Savanna Lodge Bar & Restaurant 
that sits beneath a large, shady gondola, open on three sides to the 
cooling Aruban breezes and rugged countryside. 


Decorated with unique African figurines from Zimbabwe and with 27ft long 
wooden hand crafted tables you and your friends or family can admire 
the market's offerings, relax and enjoy a great meal and an ice cold beer 
or tropical fruit shake. 

You may of course also join in on a tour of the ostriches. For authentic 
souvenirs, guests can browse around the Framers Market and Art Shop.) 


Aruba Ostrich Farm Inc. 

Tel: (297) 5859630 

Facebook: Aruba Ostrich Farm 
Website: www.ArubaOstrichFarm.com 


, We're giving away 
$50 Free Slot Play 


30 minutes from 
7pm to 10:30pm! 








THE SHOPS — 
AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 


iW 
y/ a oat: Offering a wide variety of Retail & Dining Outlets, 
} , fo lucky slot and table Salon & opa sleet Snack’ liek 
GN fp “a game players every Dunkin Donuts | Baskin Robbins 


Hungry Piranha | Aruba Aloe 
Shalom Body & Soul Spa 


Coming Soon: The Brownstone Ribs & Seofood 
Sholom Hair & Noils Bor, MAGHET — Parfum, Jewalry & Cosmotics 
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ORANJESTAD — You are back and we would like to portrait you! By 
inviting you to send us your favorite vacation picture while enjoying 
our Happy Island. 


Complete the sentence: Aruba to me is ....... Send your picture with 
that text (including your name and where you are from) to: news@ 
arubatoday.com and we will publish your vacation memory. Isn't 
that a special way to keep your best moments alive? Please do 
note: By submitting photos, text or any other materials, you give per- 
mission to The Aruba Today Newspaper, Caribbean Speed Printers 
and any of its affiliated companies to use said materials, as well as 
names, likeness, etc. for promotional purposes without compensa- 
tion. 


Last but not least: check out our website, Instagram and Facebook 
page! Thank you for supporting our free newspaper, we strive to 
make you a happy reader every day again. 


For today we received an extraordinary story from George and 
Mary Ellen Voelker from Cranesville Pennsylvania. They wrote: 
“Aruba to me Is the most perfect place to be. We spent our 47th 
wedding anniversary there last October. It was our 20th trip to 
Aruba and we will be back again in 2 weeks.” L) 
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EAGLE BEACH — Pius RIT Recidences ae tS itself the mo- 
ment you set foot on the place. The luxurious real estate has all ingre- 
dients to offer you a 5-star-de-luxe plate. Located right on the beach, 
offering a blend between your own condominium with advantages 
and experience of a hotel and all amenities that belong to a spot in 
heaven. 


Aruba Today was delighted to talk to a wonderful couple from New York, 
Esteban Marquez and his wife who are proud owner of one of the con- 
dos. “We love the condo we have purchased at Azure. We are planning 
on retirement five years from now, we are from New York. This is excellent, 
we are very happy with our choice and we love the island.” Happy own- 
ers on a happy island, it sounds like music to his ears says Alberto Perret- 
Gentil, Executive Vice-president of Operations at Azure Beach Residenc- 
es. “In August 2020 we had the grand opening of Tower Il of Azure Beach 
Residences. We see that there is a new trend of people wanting to work 
from their second home, their vacation condo. Our island is blessed with 
the perfect beaches and climate, it is very safe and —-many do not know 
this- it has the best internet in the Caribbean.” During the COVID-19 crisis 
Pering Group, also the developer of Harbour House Aruba, stays con- 
nected to their market and Is able to capture all those people staying 
home at this time. “We continuously show our new projects and new 
financial ideas. We are very optimistic. This is going to be the best time in 
sales in our 20 years on Aruba,” Perret-Gentil states. 


Tower 1 of Azure Beach Residences has 45 units on the northern and 
southern corner and is practically sold out. The residence offers two units 
at the upper level of the Clubhouse which has on the ground level the 








Me 


Alberto Perret-Gentil, Vice-president of operations 


restaurant and the lobby and on the upper level the gym, area for grill 
and a pool table. Tower 2 offers 60 units with studios, 1-bedroom, 2-bed- 
room, 3-bedroom units and 3- bedroom penthouses at the 8th floor. For 
more information you can visit the website www.azure-aruba.com. Har- 
bour House Aruba is another project of this group offering 94 condomini- 
ums in Oranjestad, just in front of the Renaissance Mall. More information 
can be found at: www.harbourhousearuba.com.L]} 
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Powell: Higher inflation temporary, no rate hikes in sight 


AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Feca- 
eral Reserve Chair Jerome 
Powell suggested Thursday 
that inflation will pick Up in 
the coming months but that 
it would likely prove Ttempo- 
rary and not enough for the 
Fed to alter its record-low 
interest rate policies. 

His message of wait-and- 
see patience caused bond 
yields to jump and stocks 
to fall further, signaling that 
investors foresee stronger 
growth and higher inflation 
on the horizon. The yield on 
the 10-year Treasury note 
had jumped from below 
1% at the end of last year 
to roughly 1.4% Wednes- 
day — and then surged 
above 1.5% during Powell's 
remarks. 

Stock investors, too, 
dumped shares in the midst 
of Powell's remarks, in which 
he suggested that the Fed 
would need to see both a 
near-full recovery in the job 
market and a sustained rise 
in inflation above its target 
level before considering a 
rate hike. 

The S&P 500 index ended 
Thursday with a loss of 1.3% 
and was showing just a sliv- 
er of a gain for the year. The 
tech-heavy Nasdaq pulled 
back 2.1%. Higher yields on 
government bonds can 
entice some investors to sell 





In this Dec. 1, 2020 file photo, Chairman of the Federal Reserve Jerome Powell appears before the 
Senate Banking Committee on Capitol Hill in Washington. 


stocks and buy Treasurys 
instead, thereby forcing 
stock prices down. 

Powell also said the outlook 
for the economy has im- 
proved after three months 
of weak job growth. But he 
cautioned that the econo- 
my and the job market are 
still far from fully recovered 
and that full employment 
would not be achieved this 
yeor. 

The chairman also of- 
fered no signal that the 


Fed might respond soon 
to rising rates on Treasury 
securities by altering — its 
bond-buying policies. The 
central bank is purchasing 
about $80 billion a month in 
government bonds. Some 
analysts argue that the Fed 
could focus more of those 
ourchases on the 10-year 
Treasury to keep it from ris- 
ing much further. 

‘The market was really look- 
ing for more of a defini- 
tive stand perhaps against 
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what's happened with 
yields," said Lisa Erickson, 
head of traditional invest- 
ments at U.S. Bank Wealth 
Managemen. ‘It was look- 
ing for more assurance, 
for example, that the Fed 
might take action." 

The surge in Treasury bond 
yields has also forced up 
mortgage rates. Last week, 
the average rate on the 
benchmark 30-year mort- 
gage breached the 3% 
mark for the first time since 


July, according to mort- 
gage buyer Freddie Mac. 
Powell suggested, though, 
that the Fed would sit tight 
for the foreseeable future. 
"We think our current polli- 
cy stance is appropriate,’ 
Powell said. 

Earlier this week, San Fran- 
cisco Fed President Mary 
Daly and Chicago Fed 
President Charles Evans 
said they weren't bothered 
by the move higher in inter- 
est rates. They character- 
ized it as a positive signal 
that markets expected 
growth to pick up. 

Powell said Thursday that 
the last week's jump_ in 
yields “was notable and 
caught my attention." But 
he said the Fed wouldn't be 
concerned unless the Trea- 
sury market became 'dis- 
orderly" or rates rose persis- 
tently enough to threaten 
the economy's growth. 

As the economy reopens 
in the coming months with 
vaccines more widely dis- 
tributed, many economists 
expect a spending boom 
that will stretch available 
supplies of goods and 
services. That additional 
soending could send prices 
Up in some sectors of the 
economy. For example, 
gas prices have been rising 
as Americans are venturing 
out more.L] 


U.N. finds soaring poverty in virus-hit Latin America fegion 


By EVA VERGARA 
Associated Press 
SANTIAGO, Chile (AP) 
— More than 20 million 
people were pushed into 
poverty during pandemic- 
plagued 2020 across Latin 
America and the Carib- 
bean, the U.N. economic 
agency for the region re- 
oorted Thursday. 

Poverty as a whole rose 
to afflict a total of 208 mil- 
lion people — 33.7% from 
30.5% of the population — 
in a year when the overall 
gross domestic product 
collapsed by 7.7%. 


ECOnOmic, ©Omnmission ich 
Latin America and the Ca- 
ribbean. That's the highest 
percentage in 20 years. 
Poverty as a whole rose 
to afflict a total of 208 mil- 
lion people — 33.7% from 
30.5% of the population — 
in a year when the overall 
gross domestic product 
collapsed by 7.7%. The 
report said the situation 
would have been worse 
without household  sub- 
sidy programs enacted 
by many governments to 
cushion the blow for some 
84 million households. 


Extreme poverty — those 
without the resources to 
cover basic food require- 
ments — rose to encom- 
pass 78 million people, 
12.5% of the region's pop- 
ulation, according to the 


The report presented on- 
line by agency direc- 
tor Alicia Barcena also 
found worsening rates of 
inequality and unemploy- 
ment across a region that 
accounts for just 8.4% of 


the world's population but 
nearly 28 percent of glob- 
al deaths from COVID-19. 
The report said more than 
507,000 people died of 
COVID-19 last year across 
Latin America and the Ca- 
ribbean. 

The report said that dete- 
riorating economic, health 
and education condi- 
tions for households "could 
forge a vicious cycle of 
poverty and bad health 
conditions for wide sectors 
of the population." 
Barcena said levels of in- 
equality have reached 
"unsustainable" levels and 
she called for creation of 
"a true welfare state, a 
task long postponed in the 
region." 

Unemployment rose 2.6 
percentage points to 10.7 





A cat stretches in front of a bakery at La Vega market in San- 
tiago, Chile, Thursday, March 4, 2021. 


by the end of the year, 


with the greatest losses 
among women, informal 
workers, youths and mi- 
grants. 

More than 165 million stu- 
dents were affected by 
school closures, even if 
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some — especially those 


with economic means — 
were able to furn to re- 
mote learning systems. 

Barcena also noted "great 
inequality in access to 
vaccines’ needed to es- 
cape from the problem.) 
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U.S.-China tensions threaten global climate change efforts 


By CHRISTINA LARSON and 
ELLEN KNICKMEYER 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
world’s hopes for curbing 
climate change hinge on 
action by two giant na- 
tions whose relations are 
deteriorating: China and 
the United States. The two 
countries both say they 
are intent on retooling their 
economies to burn less 
climate-wrecking coal, oll 
and gas. 

But tensions between them 
threaten their ultimate suc- 
cess. 

China and the’ United 
States are the world’s No. | 
and No. 2 carbon polluters, 
respectively, pumping out 
nearly half of the fossil fuel 
fumes that are warming 
the planet’s atmosphere. 
The fast cuts in carbon 
needed to stave off the 
worst of climate change 
are all but impossible un- 
less these countries work 
together and basically trust 
each other's pledges. 
During the Trump adminis- 
tration, the U.S. used Chi- 
na’s emissions as an excuse 
not to act, and in the past 
China pointed to US. histor- 
ical emissions as a reason 
to resist action. 

New details of how quickly 
China plans to reduce car- 
bon emissions will be re- 
vealed Friday when Beijing 
releases its next Five Year 
Plan. And in April, Presi- 
dent Joe Biden is expected 
to announce the United 
States’ own new targets for 
emissions Cuts. 

The U.S. and China both 
have appointed veteran 
envoys as their global cli- 
mate negotiators, John 
Kerry and Xie Zhenhua. But 
while the two senior states- 
men worked well together 
in laying groundwork for 
the 2015 Paris climate ac- 
cord, now they face new 


challenges. 
U.S.-China climate diplo- 
macy threatens to be 


overshadowed by what 
the United States sees as 
Beijing's menacing policies 
toward Hong Kong, Taiwan 
and the South China Sea, 
conflict over human rights 
and trade, and U.S. claims 
of Chinese espionage. 

Meanwhile, Chinese — of- 
ficials are Upset about re- 


\ 


In this Jan. 27, 2021, file photo, Special Presidential Envoy for Climate John Kerry speaks during a 
press briefing at the White House in Wa 


strictions imposed by the 
Trump administration on 
trade, technology, Chinese 
media and students in the 
U.S., and the State Depart- 
ment’s declaration _ this 
year that atrocities against 
China’s Muslim minorities 
are a “genocide.” 

Kerry, a secretary of state 
Under President Barack 
Obama who was brought 
back to be Biden’s climate 
envoy, recently fold re- 
porters: “Those issues” with 
China “will never be traded 
for anything that has to do 
with climate. That’s not go- 
ing to happen.” 

But Kerry also called the cli- 
mate “a standalone issue” 
with China, drawing § criti- 
cism from China and from 
some human-rights advo- 
cates in the U.S. 

Can climate talks between 
the two countries survive 
their other geopolitical bat- 
tles¢ 

“That's, | think, the huge 
question,” said John Po- 
desta, who oversaw the 
Obama administration's 
climate efforts and is close 
to the Biden administration. 
“Can you create a lane 
where you get coopera- 
tion on climate” while more 
contentious issues are dealt 
with separatelye Podesta 
asked. “Or do they wind up 
interfering?” 
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Xie Zhenhua may help the 
odds. 

With his aopointment as cli- 
mate envoy last month, Xie 
is reprising the role he held 
during pivotal U.N. climate 
conferences that struck the 
world’s first major commit- 
ments on reducing emis- 
sions from fossil fuels. 

Prior to his appointment, 
Xie led a research effort at 
Tsinghua University in Beijing 
to map ways for China to 
stop contributing to global 
warming by midcentury. 
His research underpinned 
President Xi Jinping’s sur- 
prise pledge in September 
that China planned to go 
carbon neutral by 2060 — 
the first time the country 
announced a net-zero tar- 
get. 

Joanna Lewis, an expert 
in China energy and envi- 
ronment at Georgetown 
University, called Xie “a vi- 
slonary, and very influential 
in setting China's domestic 
policy targets,” as well as a 
Skilled negotiator. 

Xie's appointment “was a 
huge overture toward the 
United States, and particu- 
larly to John Kerry,” said An- 
gel Hsu, an expert on China 
and climate change at the 
University of North Carolina, 
Chapel Hill. 

Biden has pledged the U.S. 
will switch to an emissions- 
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free power sector within 14 
years, and have an entirely 
emissions-free economy by 
2050; 

Kerry is also pushing other 
nations to commit to car- 
bon neutrality by then. 
Behind the dry numbers, 
massive soending on infra- 
structure and technology Is 
needed to switch to ag more 
energy-efficient economy, 
running on wind, solar and 
other cleaner-burning fuels. 
And Biden has a narrow 
majority in Congress to 
oush his agenda, with Re- 
publicans, as well as some 
Democrats, opposing his 
plans. 

Climate scientists say coun- 
tries need to move fast to 
avert catastrophic temper- 
ature rises. 

In 2019, coal accounted for 
58% of China's total prima- 
ry energy consumption, ac- 
cording to the U.S. Energy 
Information Administration. 
Last year, as China’s gov- 
ernment directed econom- 
ic relief money to infrastruc- 
ture projects during the 
pandemic, the country ac- 
tually upped its net power 
capacity from coal by 
about the equivalent of 15 
Hoover Dams, or 30 giga- 
watts according to the 
Global Energy Monitor and 
the Centre for Research 
on Energy and Clean Arr. 
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China also funds building 
of coal-fired power plants 
abroad, partly to build in- 
fluence. 

Many experts question 
whether the construction of 
coal-fired plants Is driven by 
demand, or simply meant 
to stimulate the economy 
during a downturn. 

Either way, the brand-new 
coal plants have conse- 


quences. 
“Every new coal plant that 
China builds is basically 


locking in carbon emissions 
for the next 50 years,” said 
Georgetown’'s Lewis. 

The most important ques- 
tions now, said Deborah 
Seligsohn, an expert in Chi- 
nese governance and air 
pollution at Villanova Uni- 
versity, are: “How soon can 
China’s carbon emissions 
oeak, and at what level?” 

She is watching closely to 
see what targets are in- 
corporated in the next Five 
Year Plan, and into China's 
Uodated pledges for emis- 
sion cuts under the Paris cli- 
mate accord. 

The key, climate negotia- 
tors say, will be making It 
worth China's while — fi- 
nancially and in terms of its 
international standing to 
slow down its building and 
funding of new coal plants 
and speed up spending on 
clean energy. 

Biden has reached out to 
European allies as a_ first 
step, trying to build consen- 
sus among China’s trade 
partners about market and 
trade-based rewards and 
disincentives as a way of 
prodding China to reduce 
reliance on coal. 

“None of these countries 
are wanting to save the 
planet and be completely 
selfless about this,” Chris- 
tiana Figueres, who helped 
broker the landmark. cli- 
mate deal in 2015, told The 
Associated Press. “Only if it 
also serves their interest.” 


. 
of 
\ 





pelesejeje)< 





facebook.com/arubatoday/ 


ie 1 DYANA 





Will Paramount+t be a 
mountain or a molehill in 


streaming? 


By MAE ANDERSON 

AP Technology Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — Paro- 
mount+ debuts Thursday 
as the latest — and last — 
streaming option from a 
major media company, this 
time from ViacomcCeBS. It's 
betting that consumers are 
willing to add yet another 
paid streaming service in 
an increasingly crowded 
field. 

Its backers hope a smor- 
gasbord of offerings — live 
soorts and news, reboots of 
oroperties like "Frasier’ and 
"Rugrats," original shows like 
"Star Trek: Discovery" and 
the ViacomCBS library — 
will entice viewers. But its 
relatively late entrance to 
a competitive landscape 
and a $4 price increase 
compared to its predeces- 
sor, CBS All Access, Could 
make it a challenging sell. 
“Paramount+ has a moun- 
tain of challenges ahead 
of it," said Tim Hanlon, CEO 
of Vertere Group, playing 
off the Paramount+ tag- 
line, "A mountain of enter- 
tainment.’ (The venerable 
Paramount logo features — 
you guessed it — a moun- 
tain, and the = streamer's 
recent ad campaign fea- 
tured a number of charac- 
ters from its shows climbing 
a snowy pedk.) 

Over the last year and 
a half more and more 


Casa del Mar 2BR/2B 
Week 2/1113 (16k); 

Week 5/1315 (18k); 

Week 5&6/1521 (20k/Wk.); 
Week 7&8/1408 (18k/Wk.); 
Week 8/1113; 8/1409 (17kWk.); 
Week 9/1218 (15k); 

Week 10/1207 (15k); 

Week 11/1419 (13k); and, 
Weeks 13-15 also available! 
CDMOwner@gmail.com 
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streaming services have 
debuted to challenge the 
reigning triumvirate of Netf- 
lix, HUlu and Amazon Prime. 
Disney+ kicked things off in 
late 2019, followed by War- 
nerMedia's HBO Max, NB- 
CUniversal's Peacock and 
Discovery+. 

IN a way, ViacomCEBS is a 
pioneer; CBS, then a sepa- 
rate company, debuted 
CBS All Access In 2014. The 
new service effectively 
rebrands All Access and 
adds other Viacom Prop- 
erties channels including 
Comedy Central, BET, MTV 
and Nickelodeon. 

But Paramount+ could 
have a brand awareness 
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In this Jan. 30, 2019 file photo, Alex Kurtzman, from left, Heather 
Kadin, Anson Mount, Sonequa Martin-Green and Ethan Peck 
participate in the "Star Trek: Discovery" show panel during the 
CBS All Access presentation at the Television Critics Association 
Winter Press Tour at The Langham Huntington in Pasadena, Calif. 


problem, Hanlon © said. 
Most people associate the 
name Paramount with the 
mountainous title card that 
appears before movies. 
“Most consumers have very 
little Understanding — that 
Viacom, Paramount and 
CBS have the same parent, 
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so the marketing team has 
a big job in front of it," he 
said.L]} 
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HEALTH 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 
Oranjestad 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
el. 527 4000 


San Nicolas 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


Oranjestad: 

Oduber Tel. 582 1780 
San Nicolas: 

Seroe Preto Tel. 584 4833 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 


100 
527 3140 
527 3200 
527 2900 
584 5000 
Police Tipline 11141 
Ambulancia 911 
i 115 
582 2219 


TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 


TRAVEL INFO 


Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 
et Blue 588 2244 
Surinam 582 7896 


AID FOUNDATIONS 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
el. 736 2952 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


Centre for Diabetes 
el. 524 8888 


Child Abuse Prevention 
el. 582 4433 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 
Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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Scholarship created to honor choreographer Ann Reinking 


NEW YORK (AP) — Long be- 
fore she became a Tony 
Award-winning choreogra- 
oher, Ann Reinking waited 
tables to save up enough 
money to move to New 
York City. She arrived with 
$500, no job lined up and 
no connections. 

When she died aft 71 last 
year, Reinking left behind 
many fans, friends and stu- 
dents as well as a legacy of 
a cool, muscular dance hy- 
brid of jazz and burlesque. 

In her honor, friends and 
admirers have established 
The Ann Reinking Schol- 
arshio, a $5,000 annual 
award and mentorship for 
a young dancer moving to 
New York City to help sup- 
port them in their artistic 
endeavors. 

"She was one of the most 
profoundly generous peo- 
ple that I've known," says 
Bebe Neuwirth, a two-time 
Tony winner who co-starred 
with Reinking in "Chicago" 
on Broadway. "This honors 
that in a way that also ref- 
erences her story of com- 
ing to New York." 

The scholarshio is being 
awarded by Off the Lane, 
a mentorship program for 
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Ann Reinking holds her Tony Award for best choreography for 
the musical "Chicago" at the 51st annual Tony Awards on June 


1, 1997, in New York. 


young performers moving 
to New York. It will be open 
to anyone, from anywhere, 
with a cut-off age of 21. 

"Teaching to her was such 
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an important part of her, 
mentoring and = nurturing 
new artists and helping 
them along the way,’ said 
Neuwirth. "Il think to have 


a scholarship in her name 
keeps that generosity of 
spirit going." 

Trained as a ballet dancer 
in her native Seattle, Reink- 
ing was known for her bold 
style of dance epitomized 
by her work in the hit revival 
of "Chicago," complete 
with net stockings, chair 
dancing and plenty of pel- 
vic thrusts. 

Reinking co-starred as Roxie 
Hart along with Neuwirth's 
Velma, and created the 
choreography “in the style 
of Bob Fosse," the show's 
original director and chore- 
ographer who died in 1987. 
She and Fosse worked fo- 
gether for 15 years and she 
was also his lover for several 


of them. 

Her movie credits include 
"Annie" = (1982), "Movie, 
Movie" (1978) and the 
documentary "Mad Hot 
Ballroom" (2005), = which 


portrayed Reinking as a 
ballroom-dance compe- 
tition judge for New York 
City kids. Reinking's work 
on "Chicago" earned her a 
1997 Tony, Drama Desk and 
Outer Critics Circle awards. 
Reinking replicated its cho- 
reography in productions 


throughout the world. 
Mindy Cooper, who was 
a swing in that 1996 "Chi- 
cago" revival, recalls once 
asking Reinking career 
advice that changed the 
arc of her career. She also 
remembers Reinking one 
day bringing her son to re- 
hearsals at "Chicago," an 
encouraging signal that 
Broadway dancers could 
also have a familly life. 

"She created such a safe 
environment for performers 
to bring to the room with 
courage and artistry," said 
Cooper, now a professor of 
theater and dance aft Uni- 
versity of California, Davis. 
"Annie grew up in the ballet 
world like myself and came 
to theater from ballet. So 
we wanted to make a 
scholarshio that could em- 
brace all forms of dance." 
The advisory board for 


the scholarship includes 
Cooper, Neuwirth and 
such Broadway luminar- 


ies as Chita Rivera, Joel 
Grey, Tommy Tune, Mari- 
lu Henner, Hinton Battle, 
Charlotte d'Amboise, Re- 
inking's husband, Peter Tal- 
bert, and son, Chris Reink- 
ing Stuart.q 





aaa Billie deci among AARP movie award honorees 





This image released by Netflix shows Sacha Baron Cohen, cen- 
ter left, and Jeremy Strong in a scene from "The Trial of the Chi- 
cago 7." 


By LINDSEY BAHR 

AP Film Writer 

"The United States vs. Bil- 
lie Holiday," "Minari," "Da 5 
Bloods" and "One Night in 
Miami" are among the films 
AARP is honoring at its an- 
nual Movies for Grownups 
Awards, the nonprofit orga- 
nization said Thursday. 
Director Lee Daniels’ "The 
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United States vs. Billie Holi- 
day," starring Andra Day as 
the jazz singer, was named 
best picture, while’ the 
Korean American family 
drama "Minari' got best in- 
tergenerational film. Spike 
Lee's Vietnam-themed "Da 
5 Bloods" picked up best 
buddy picture and Regina 
King's "One Night in Mi- 


ami...," about the fictional 
meeting of Malcolm xX, 
Sam Cooke, Cassius Clay 
and Jim Brown, got best 
ensemble. 

"We focus on films made by 
and for grownups," said Tim 
Appelo, the film and televi- 
sion critic for AARP. "When 
we started this a couple of 
decades ago, if was hard 
to find first movies about 
oeople of our age. I'm very 
pleased to see that we've 
got a bumper crop of mov- 
ies and performances to 
choose from this year." 
George Clooney Is be- 
ing honored this year with 
the career achievement 
award. The 59-year-old 
both directed and acted 
in his most recent film, "The 
Midnight Sky." 

"He's the Cary Grant of our 
day, but he's also a fast-ris- 
ing director," Appelo said. 
"He's perfect because he's 
just a slam dunk argument 
against ageism." 

Jodie Foster too is singled 


out for her supporting per- 
formance in “The Mauri- 
tanian," for which she also 
won the Golden Globe this 
week. Appelo said that the 
58-year-old has said that 
she's glad to be her age 
and is looking forward to 
playing characters in their 
60s and beyond. 

"That's a big theme of ours, 
that life opens up after you 
turn 50," Appelo said. 
Aaron Sorkin is a double 
honoree for writing and 
directing ‘The Trial of the 
Chicago 7." The top act- 
ing awards went to Sophia 
Loren, for "The Life Ahead," 
and Anthony Hopkins, for 
“The Father.” 

"The Trial of the Chicago 7" 
and "The United States vs. 
Billie Holiday" are two films 
Appelo said are particu- 
larly significant because of 
their historical value to a 
50-plus audience. He also 
noted that this year includ- 
ed several important and 
nuanced depictions of Al- 


zheimer's, including in "The 
Father’ and in "Supernova," 
with Colin Firth and Stanley 
Tucci, which was named 
best grownup love story. 
For the first time the orga- 
nization is also recogniz- 
ing television shows and 
performances. Catherine 
O'Hara took best actress for 
"Schitt's Creek," Mark Ruffa- 
lo got best actor for "| Know 
This Much is True" and "This Is 
Us" was named best series. 
Nettflix's "The Queen's Gam- 
bit" got best limited series. 
The virtual awards show 
will be broadcast by Great 
Performances on PBS on 
March 28 at 8 p.m. ET. LJ 
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Female owners encourage young women to pursue football path 


By BARRY WILNER 

AP Pro Football Writer 

It took Sheila Ford Hamp 
about one second fo re- 
spond when asked about 
the potential for women in 
key roles in the NEL. 

"The sky is the limit for any- 
thing females want to do," 
said Hamp, the principal 
owner of the Detroit Lions. 
Echoing that statement was 
Dee Haslam, the Cleveland 
Browns Co-owner: 

"We're seeing more and 
more women that love the 
sport and who want a ca- 
reer in sports. The door has 
swung wide open and lam 
so excited. | look forward 
to the moment when we 
don't have to talk about 
how we get the door open 
for women and people of 
color, that the door Is wide 
open." 

Those words were em- 
braced by the 40 young 
women — and potential 
pro football employees 
— attending the league's 
fifth annual Women's Ca- 
reers in Football Forum late 
last month. Although it was 
held virtually for the first 
time due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, the forum's 
message came. through 
loud and clear. 

No more so than when lis- 
tening to Hamp, who took 
over running the Lions be- 
fore last season from her 
mother, Martha Ford, and 
Haslam, who owns the 
Browns with her husband, 
Jimmy. 

Hamp related a telling story 





In this Sept. 13, 2020, file photo, Sheila Ford Hamp, Detroit Lions principal owner and chairman, 
watches during the first half of the team's NFL football game against the Detroit Lions in Detroit. 


about women's opportuni- 
ties decades ago. 

"When | graduated from 
college all | wanted to do 
was go work for the NEL. | 
loved football and grew 
Up with it," she said. "| actu- 
ally knew the commission- 
er, Pete Rozelle. My dad 
had taken me to league 
meetings and | had an op- 
portunity to sit next to him 
at dinner and we kind of 


became friends and he 
was impressed about how 
much a girl new about 
football. 

“When | graduated, | went 
to see him, and he really 
tried and he liked me, but 
he couldn't think of one 
thing a woman could do in 
the NEL." 

That, of course, was de- 
cades ago. Now, as 
Haslam emphasized, there 
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are women making im- 
pacts at every level of the 
league — from interns to 
scouts to coaches to aides 
to trainers to the execu- 
tive office to the ownership 
suites. Indeed, Super Bowl 
winner Tampa Bay, Buffalo, 
Cincinnati, Denver, Hous- 
ton, Indianapolis, Tennes- 
see, Chicago, New Orleans 
and San Francisco also ei- 
ther have female owners 


or women making key de- 
cisions at the highest team 
levels. 

The league office has a 
similar makeup at every 
step of the ladder. 

"The mountain of women 
in the room now who are 
ownership, it continues to 
grow and really is exciting," 
Haslam said. ‘There are 
some young women in the 
room, which is fantastic. 
"As more and more women 
are out there and doing the 
job at such a competent 
level, if is just going to con- 
tinue to grow. Just getting 
your foot in the door, espe- 
cially in the NEL, is what you 
need to start out doing. 
Whatever job comes your 
way, do it better than any- 
body in the room, and oth- 
er opportunities will come 
your way. 

Hamp noted how the lines 
of communications need 
to be open regardless of 
the job or the people in- 
volved. As an example, she 
noticed that the Lions didn't 
have a changing room for 
some women on the foot- 
ball staff. She quickly fixed 
that. 

"It seems little, but it is huge,” 
Hamp said. "If means you 
are important to us.’ 

"You have got to have an 
organization that people 
can speak up, that they 
can give you ideas and 
not be afraid to soeak up. 
Listen to our employees 
and realize we are alll in this 
together and all want to 
make this thing work."L] 





Women's fennis tour weighs changing ‘frozen COVID rankings 


ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. (AP) — 
The women's professional 
tennis tour is considering 
whether to make changes 
to its "frozen" ranking system 
adopted because of the 
coronavirus pandemic. 
WTA CEO Steve Simon said 
in a statement emailed to 
The Associated Press the 
tour is “Currently reviewing If 
any further adjustments to 
the rankings process will be 
made.° 

As things stand, the WTA is 
allowing players to count 
the points from their top 16 
tournament results since 
March 2019. That allows 
someone such as No. | Ash 


Barty to avoid being penal- 
ized for sitting Out most of 
2020 after the COVID-19 
outbreak took hold. 

Barty, for example, did not 
defend her 2019 title at the 
French Open in October, 
but still gets credit for the 
previous year's Champion- 
shio. The ATP announced 
Wednesday that it is tweak- 
ing Its rankings rules with an 
eye to restoring the regular 
52-week system fully by Au- 
gust 2022. The men's tour 
also said it will add about 
$5 million to prize money 
being offered between 
now and June at some 
smaller tournaments by in- 


creasing payouts that had 
been cut to 50% because 
of the pandemic. 

As for WTA prize money, Si- 
mon said in his statement: 
"In addition to the over $3 
million in relief we provided 
to players in 2020, the WTA 
has assisted both players 
and tournaments by sub- 
sidizing 100% of the onsite 
prize Money in 2021 through 
the utilization of broad- 
cast revenues, bonus pool 
re-allocations and central 
organizational funding as 
we feel very strongly in sup- 
porting both of our mem- 
bers during these challeng- 
ing times.) 





Japan's Naomi Osaka holds the ebaphte Akhurst Memorial cup 
after defeating United States Jennifer Brady in the women's sin- 
gles final at the Australian Open tennis championship in Mel- 
bourne, Australia, Saturday, Feb. 20, 2021. 
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Boston Marathon plan to 


By WILLIAM J. KOLE 
Associated Press 

BOSTON (AP) — Distance 
running, traditionally one 
of the world's most gen- 
teel sports, has been roiled 
by an ugly mid-pandemic 
squabble over who should 
get a shot at a coveted 
Boston Marathon medal. 
Rival camps in the running 
world began snapping 
at each other's heels this 
week. It began after the 
Boston Athletic Association, 
which still hopes to hold a 
truncated in-person edition 
of the planet's most presti- 
gious footrace in October, 
said it will award medals to 
Up to 70,000 athletes if they 
go the distance wherever 
they are. 

Practically within minutes of 
the BAA’s announcement 
greatly expanding its virtual 
version of the race, a bois- 
terous social media mael- 
strom ensued. 

On one side: Runners 
who've spent years train- 
ing to qualify to run the 
real thing, including some 
who complain that mailing 
medals to people who run 
the 26.2 miles (42.2 kilome- 
ters) in Dallas or Denver will 
cheapen the iconic Boston 
experience. 

"A dagger through the 
heart fo someone who has 
worked hard fo finally earn 
the qualifying standard," 
one runner, Mark Howard 
of Salisbury, North Carolina, 


Marathon in Boston. 


groused on Twitter. 

On the other: Pretty much 
everyone else, including 
the plodding masses and 
runners who raise millions 
for charities, who counter 
that anything that helps 
the 125-year-old marathon 
survive the COVID-19 crisis 
is worthwhile. 

"A virtual Boston race that 
invites everyone is a reason 
to celebrate," said Maria 
Arana, a marathoner and 
coach in Phoenix. "It in no 
way takes away from my 
oersonal Boston Marathon 


experience or anyone 
else's.” 
The bickering seems to 


have caught many off- 
guard, if only because 
road racing has long had 
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a reputation as a kind and 
egalitarian sport. 

It's one of the few disci- 
plines where ordinary ama- 
teurs compete in real time 
on the same course as elite 
orofessionals, and where 
trash-talking is rare. As four- 
time Boston champion Bill 
Rodgers famously — said: 
"Running is a sport where 
everyone gets along... 

A notable exception to that 
gentility was the 1967 race, 
when race director Jock 
Semple ran after Kathrine 
Switzer — the first woman 
to run with an official bib 
number — and tried unsuc- 
cessfully to pull her off the 
Course. 

It also comes as the Boston 
Marathon and other big- 


hand out 70,000 


In this April 17, 2017, file photo, runners head down the stretch to the finish line in the 121st Boston 
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city races are struggling to 
stay afloat during the pan- 
demic and looking for cre- 
ative ways to keep runners 
engaged online. 

The BAA put on a virtual 
version of the marathon 
last year, after the corona- 
virus pandemic forced it to 
first DOstoone its Usual April 
running to September, and 
then cancel in-person rac- 
ing altogether. 

But that was limited to 
athletes who had already 
qualified to race or had 
registered as charity run- 
ners. This time, the _ first 
70,000 people aged 18 or 
older who sign up and pay 
a fee will be able to earn 
a finishers medal simply 
by covering the classic dis- 
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medals roils runners 


tance wherever they hap- 
pen To be. They don't even 
need to run — they can 
walk. 

"For the first time in our his- 
tory, most everyone will 
have the opportunity to 
earn a Unicorn finisher's 
medal," BAA president and 
CEO Tom Grilk said in a 
statement. 

Grilk said the in-personrace, 
if it comes off as scheduled 


on Oct. 11, will have a re- 
duced field to helo keep 
athletes and spectators 


safe. Typically the Boston 
field is capped at around 
30,000; the BAA hasn't said 
how much smaller if will be 
this autumn. 

Josh Sitzer, a San Francisco 
runner who's qualified for 
the Boston Marathon three 
times, initially was among 
those who trashed the idea 
of giving out 70,000 medals 
as "a blatant money grab." 
"Respect yourself and the 
game. Don't do Boston un- 
less you earn it," he tweet- 
ed. Then he had a change 
of heart, tweeting: "| was 
wrong. It's not the same as 
the actual Boston Mara- 
thon, and if doesn't deval- 
ue" the experience of those 
who meet strict qualifying 
standards for a chance to 
line Up in Hopkinton, Mas- 
sachusetts. 

Its been a bad look, ac- 
knowledges Erin Strout, 
who covers the sport for 
WomensRunning.com.L] 


Major League Baseball to hold first Lou Gehrig Day on June 2 
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New York Yankees' Lou Gehrig poses at a spring training game 
in St. Petersburg, Fla., in this March 16, 1935, file photo. 
Associated Press 


NEW YORK (AP) — Major 
League Baseball will hold 
its first Lou Gehrig Day on 


June 2, adding Gehrig to 
Jackie Robinson and Ro- 
berto Clemente on the 


short list of players hon- 
ored throughout the big 
leagues. 

Each home team will have 
"4-ALS" logos in ballparks 
to mark Gehrig's No. 4, 
and all players, managers 
and coaches will wear a 
Lou Gehrig Day patch on 
Uniforms and may use red 
"4-ALS" wristbands. Teams 
that are off on June 2 will 
observe Lou Gehrig Day 
on June 3. 

MLB said Thursday that the 
day will focus on finding 
cures and raising money 
for research into amyo- 
trophic lateral sclerosis, or 
ALS, which is known as Lou 
Gehrig's disease, the leg- 
acy of Gehrig and others 
who died of the progres- 


sive disease that attacks 
nerve cells controlling mus- 
cles throughout the body. 
June 2 marks the 96th an- 
niversary of when Gehrig 
made started at first base 
for the New York Yankees 
in place of Willy Pipp, start- 
ing his record streak of 
2,130 consecutive games 
played. The mark stood 
until September 1995 by 
Baltimore's Cal Rioken Jr., 
who played 2,632 con- 
secutive games in a streak 
that ended in 1998. 
Gehrig died of ALS at age 
37 on June 2, 1941. He was 
elected to baseball's Hall 
of Fame in 1939. 

Baseball Commissioner 
Rob Manfred said in a 
statement that Gehrig's 


“humility and courage con- 
tinue to inspire our society" 
and "the pressing need to 
find cures remains." 

MLB's committee includes 
Oakland outfielder Ste- 
phen _-Piscotty, whose 
mother died of ALS; Colo- 
rado outfielder Sam Hillard, 
whose father has been 
diagnosed with ALS; and 
Milwaukee catcher Jacob 
Nottingham, whose fam- 
ily includes six people who 
died of ALS. 

MLB teams and players 
helped raise millions of dol- 
lars in 2014's ALS Ice Bucket 
Challenge. The New York 
Yankees offen mark the 
anniversary of Gehrig's 
farewell soeech on July 4, 
9s7 a) 


